GRACE IN THE WILDERNESS

2018 LENT DEVOTION

BROKEN

F e b r u a r y
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DEVOTION
It’s obvious, things are not the way they are meant to be. You don’t have to look very far to recognize that.
Turn on any TV, pick up any Newspaper, or simply scroll through any social media site and it is glaringly
obvious. But what went wrong? This is the beginning of our understanding of God. The Brokenness that
we experience in the world is the symptom of the brokenness in our own hearts. Wounded people wound
people — Broken people break things. This is just the nature of the broken heart. Our first love was lost and
wholeness along with it. We were created to be with God; to enjoy him and his earth. We were created to
abound in glory; to live forever with him. But the first humans exchanged God’s design for their own desires
and cashed out an unexpected life of brokenness. This is the beginning of the gospel AND how blessed we
are the STORY doesn’t end there.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
READ Genesis 3
HOW DOES THEIR STORY RELATE TO OUR STORY?
TUESDAY
READ Romans 1v18-32
WHAT DESCRIPTORS STAND OUT?
WEDNESDAY
READ Matthew 15v10-20
HOW DO WE MINIMIZE SIN IN OUR CULTURE?
THURSDAY
READ Ecclesiastes 2v1-11
WHY IS EXALTING CREATION OVER CREATOR POINTLESS?
FRIDAY
READ Exodus 12
HOW DOES THEIR STORY RELATE TO OUR STORY?

SUGGESTED FAST
Food: Take one day this week to go without food from sun-up to sun-down. As hunger creeps in meditate
on where you would be without GOD.

PRAYER
Lord, I acknowledge my sin and PRAISE you for your mercy and grace. MAY I never forget how much you
have done. MAY I NEVER TAKE FOR GRANTED YOUR GLORIOUS forgiveness i’ve received by the sacrifice of
your son Jesus.

WAITING
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DEVOTION
I once read that “Christianity is waiting”. I hated that phrase when I read it — because I do not wait well. I
am a mover and a shaker. I work that is what I do. My mom used to always say “you’ll never let any grass
grow under your feet”. She was right. My whole life consists of moving to the next thing, jumping through
the next hoop, finishing the next task, meeting the next need. But waiting? out of the question! David
Mathis from Desiring God says “Our perspective on waiting is perhaps one of the stronger ways our society
is out of stride with the biblical worldview. Not that waiting was easy for our forefathers, but they were more
at peace with it, and more ready to see its goodness and potential.” Over time i’ve realized that my lack of
waiting is how I’ve become out of step with God. I thought it was my effort, my activity that kept me instep
with God as if he was someone I needed to keep up with. In doing so I found myself either moving ahead or
lagging behind, constantly in the wrong path as I try to blaze my own trail of righteousness and discover my
own purpose. We just won’t find those things there. Waiting is an attitude of the heart that says “God I trust
you”. Waiting allows us to exercise our faith. The way we were meant to live. It allows us to let go of the
illusion of control and collapse completely on the sovereignty of God. Waiting is worship! Waiting says God
you are big enough, smart enough, loving enough to handle this life and these circumstances. Waiting is
how we find ourselves in step with God.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
read Psalm 130 & 131
WHERE DO YOU DO YOU NEED TO FIND YOURSELF IN THESE PSALMS?
TUESDAY
READ Titus 2v11-14
REFLECT ON WHAT GRACE HAS DONE IN YOUR LIFE?
WEDNESDAY
READ Proverbs 3V1-8
HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE RELATE TO WAITING?
THURSDAY
READ Isaiah 40v28-31
IN WHAT CIRCUMSTANCE DO YOU NEED TO APPLY THIS PASSAGE?
FRIDAY
READn Isaiah 64v4-12 & Isaiah 65v17-25
HOW DOES YOUR STORY RELATE TO ISRAEL’S STORY?

SUGGESTED PRACTICE

Wait: What is one thing you are trying to control right now? Take this week to just meditate on God and His
goodness. REMEMBER: One day with God is worth more than a lifetime of striving.

PRAYER
Lord may my heart be completely yours. I trust you with this life. You will handle every nook and cranny of
my life better than I can because your love is more powerful than my fear and your grace is more productive
than my effort.

OBEDIENCE
M A R C H
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DEVOTION
Obedience… Ugh, it seems to be a conversation that goes sour quickly. People either love obedience too
much or think about it too little. They either demand a cold heartless obedience or reject the idea all
together. Navigating that conversation is more nuanced than I ever would have imagined. However i believe
that many are missing out on the untapped beauty waiting for us in obedience. Let’s get it our there we are
not talking perfection. Jesus is the only one who obeys God perfectly. And without His obedience fallen
humanity would never be able to glorify God and enjoy him forever. Jesus’ obedience is what allows us to be
empowered to obey. Mainly by grace. That’s right, grace is a power — grace does something — it changes
our hearts and produces new desires for the things of God. Grace is what empowers us to say YES to God.
Obedience is not opposed to grace it is the result of it. James the brother of Jesus was frustrated with this
mis-conception. The constant tension between those that find their righteousness in what they do and
those that have perverted the righteousness of Christ to allow them to do nothing. Jesus’ perfect obedience
forever changed the course of human history to transform a people that were obedient to sin to a people
that have become obedient to GRACE. There is a profound transformative power waiting for us in our YES to
God.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
READ Psalm 19
HOW IS THE PSALMISTS PERSPECTIVE OF THE LAW DIFFERENT THAN YOURS?
TUESDAY
READ James 1v19-27
WHAT TENSION DO YOU SEE JAMES WRESTLING WITH?
WEDNESDAY
READ John 8v1-11
HOW DO YOU SEE GRACE AT WORK IN THIS ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS?
THURSDAY
READ Ephesians 2:8-10
HOW DOES PAUL UNDERSTAND GRACE?
FRIDAY
READ Matthew 7v24-27
WHAT DO YOU THINK JESUS WAS AKSING US TO DO?

SUGGESTED FAST
Social Media: What if we went dark for a week? Let’s go a week without Social Media and OBSERVE where
our mind and AFFECTIONS go.

PRAYER
Lord, may your grace abound so powerfully in my life that my desire for you compels every thought and
action. Grant me faith to live in Jesus’ perfect obedience.

HEART

M A R C H
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DEVOTION
Our external circumstances and struggles can trigger sinful behavior, but be sure of one thing — sin
is caused by the thoughts and desires of the heart. Our circumstances are an occasion for sin not the
cause. This is why we cannot change ourselves through rules and disciplines because behavior finds
it’s root in the heart. This can be an incredibly frustrating realization for the believer. The painful truth
of the christian life is that only God changes us. Both through the finished work of Christ on the cross
and the on going work of the Holy Spirit in us today. Which means as a church we must focus on root
over fruit. How do we do this? Well the first is finding ourselves in the presence of God. Often times
our failures and shame keep us from going before God, because we are embarrassed and feel as if
we should be better. However — the gospel tells us that our acceptance by God and entrance into
His presence is not based on our performance at all but on Jesus’ performance for us. This is what
gives us confidence to enter into the throne room of grace where we meet the glory of God. It is His
mercy and grace that soften our hearts and grants us the power to change.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
READ Jeremiah 31
WHAT DID YOU NEED TO HEAR OR SEE IN THIS PASSAGE?
TUESDAY
READ Psalm 147
WHAT DOES THE LORD TAKE PLEASURE IN?
WEDNESDAY
READ Hebrews 12v2
IS THERE SOMETHING IN YOUR LIFE YOU ARE TRYING TO KEEP AWAY FROM GOD?
THURSDAY
READ Isaiah 6v1-9
WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME OF ISAIAH’S HUMILITY?
FRIDAY
READ Matthew 11v28-30
WHAT IS JESUS ASKING YOU TO DO IN THIS PASSAGE?

SUGGESTED PRACTICE
Generosity: Who can you share what you have with this week? Is there someone who needs a meal, some
extra cash, or a specific item? Is there something you can go without in order to be a blessing?

PRAYER
Loving and gracious Father, you know me and have wonderfully made me for your glory. Help me to loosen
my grip on this life and collapse in your faithful, loving grip on my soul. Search me and know me and root
out anything that might stand in-between you and I. Break it down and consume me Father.

DEATH
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DEVOTION
For much of the United States winter is the time of year where everything dies. Leaves shrivel up and fall to
the ground, rivers and lakes freeze over, the sky closes, and heat is pushed out by the cold. It, for many, is
just a miserable nuisance that you just have to endure. But with a redemptive perspective what can be seen
is the unseen power and beauty of death. Jesus teaches us that death doesn’t always have to be a bad
thing. Through the grace of God it can actually be the catalyst for new life. The spiring can’t happen without
the winter. The death of the old is making room for the beauty of the new. When a seed hits the soil it must
first die before it can begin to germinate and bring about life. In the same way Jesus had to die in order that
the world might truly live. Most are scared of death — not just physical death but all the other kinds of
death. Death to our comforts and idols, death to our ideas and identity, even death to destructive
relationships. It is so difficult for us to see that the things we are afraid of dying are actually the means in
which we will begin to experience new life. The time between Jesus’ death and resurrection was an
incredibly sad and confusing time for the disciples. Their friend AND savior were gone and so was the old
lives they left behind. They had nothing to grab a hold of and cling to to find their security. But what they
didn’t understand is that in order for the world to experience life with GOD the death of God had to happen.
This is the power of the gospel — Jesus giving up his life so that we could find ours. Without death there is
no life. Jesus invites us to let go of the old — let it die, so that new growth can come.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
READ Psalm 121
WHAT ASPECTS OF THIS PSALM ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO BELIEVE?
TUESDAY
READ DANIEL 3v8-30
WHAT IS YOUR FIERY FURNACE RIGHT NOW?
WEDNESDAY
READ John 6v60-71
IN WHAT WAYS CAN YOU RELATE TO THE ONES WHO LEFT? HOW ABOUT PETER?
THURSDAY
READ 2 Kings 6v8-23
WHAT IS SIGNIFICANT ABOUT THE WAY ELISHA PRAYED?
FRIDAY
READ Mathew 10v38-39
WHAT IS JESUS REALLY AFTER?

SUGGESTED FAST
Entertainment: Take a week off of entertainment and the moments you would normally spend escaping
start engaging GOD through prayer and the word.

PRAYER
Lord make us new! let your all consuming fierce love be enough; that I may let go of all lesser things and put
aside all lesser affections. For the sake of your name in the earth!

RESURRECTION
M A R C H
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DEVOTION
Jesus’ resurrection is the FINAL word. Death has been swallowed up and the victory over sin has been won. I
love this idea! But just because Jesus’ resurrection has the final word over death does not mean that is the
end of the story. Matter of fact for those who have placed their faith in Jesus it is really just the beginning. A
new age has dawned and you have been given a new life, to live for a brand new kingdom, serving a brand
new king. This is what I love about Easter every year. We are reminded that Jesus is alive. He is at work on
the earth to renew and restore all things. But HOW? This is where resurrection is so important. Christian
please listen carefully — the answer is: through YOU! Jesus didn’t just die to save you from God’s wrath —
He died to resurrect you to a new life. This means new affections, new sight, a new relationship with God,
AND a brand new purpose. My fear is that too many christians never get to the resurrection. They receive
Jesus’ atoning work on the cross without ever receiving His new resurrected life. Have you been united to
Christ in both His death and RESURRECTION? If we only live in the death of Christ we will end up spending
all of our time in sin management instead of Kingdom Enjoyment. The resurrected life is the life of Kingdom
living, with a Kingdom purpose, for the Kings glory.

DAILY REFLECTION
MONDAY
READ Luke 24
WHERE DO YOU FIND YOURSELF IN THIS STORY?
TUESDAY
READ Acts 1v6-11
HOW DOES THIS PASSAGE HELP YOU TO VIEW YOUR NEW LIFE IN CHRIST?
WEDNESDAY
READ 1 Corinthians 15v12-28
HOW DOES THE IDEA OF “FIRST IMPORTANCE” EFFECT YOUR LIFE?
THURSDAY
READ 2 Corinthians 5v11-21
WHERE DO YOU STRUGGLE TO SEE YOUR NEW IDENTITY IN CHRIST?
FRIDAY
READ Colossians 2v6-7
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO WALK IN CHRIST?

SUGGESTED PRACTICE
Hospitality: Invite someone over that doesn’t know Jesus and serve them food, listen to their story, and
show them the hospitality of the kingdom of God.

PRAYER
LORD, I want resurrection power at work in my life. I don’t want to go back to the old life of self I want the
new life of Christ at work in the everyday, ordinary things of this world. help me to truly live.

